
Numbers 

 When pronouncing decimals use the word point to represent the dot. The numbers 

following the dot are pronounced separately. For example: 1.36 (One point three six) - 12.4 

(twelve point four)  

 Separation between hundreds and tens: Hundreds and tens are usually separated by 'and' 

(in American English 'and' is not necessary). 110 - one hundred and ten 

 Fractions: 2/3 (two thirds), 4/5 (four fifths), 7/12 (seven over twelve)  

 Powers: 22 (two squared), 43 (four cubed), 59 (five to the power of nine)  

 Percentages: 67% (sixty-seven per cent)  

 Lengths: 6 m x 10 m (six metres by ten metres)  

 Phone numbers: 70455. (seven o four double five)  

 Dates: 1021. (ten twenty-one) - 1600. (sixteen hundred) - 1901. (nineteen oh one) - 1993. 

(nineteen ninety-three) - 2004. (two thousand and four)  

 My father was born during the World War II. (/w3:ld wo: 'tu:/, not world war the second)  

 The number of ways you can say 0 in English: 

 

  When we use it   For example:- 

0 = oh  after a decimal point   9.02 = "Nine point oh two 

  in bus or room numbers  Room 101 = "Room one oh one." Bus 602 = 

       "Bus six oh two." 

  in phone numbers   9130472 = "Nine one three oh four seven two." 

  in years    1906 = "Nineteen oh six." 

0 = nought before a decimal point  0.06 = "Nought point oh six." 

0 = zero in temperature    -10°C = "10 degrees below zero." 

  US English for the number  0 = "Zero" 

0 = nil  in football    Chelsea 2 Manchester United 0 = "Chelsea  

       two Manchester United nil." 0–0    British  

    English: nil-nil, or nil all; American English: zero-zero or nothing-

    nothing, (occasionally scoreless or no score) 

0 = love in tennis 20 - 0 = "Twenty love."  

"a" instead of "one". 
For example with the numbers 100 or 1/2 we say "A hundred" or "A half" 11/2 - "One and a half." 

 The number 12 is often represented as a dozen and the number 6 as a half dozen. 

12 eggs= "A dozen eggs."   6 eggs = "Half a dozen eggs." 

 A dozen [dʌzən] is 12, but a baker's dozen is 13, because in the past bakers who were 

caught short changing customers could be liable to severe punishment, so they used to add 

an extra bread roll to make up the weight.  

 When is a billion not a billion? 

In British English a billion used to mean a million million, that's 1,000,000,000,000. These 

days however, the American English version meaning a thousand million (1,000,000,000) is 

universal.  

The UK government has been using the American meaning of billion since 1974. 

 10100: googol (1 followed by 100 zeros), used in mathematics; not to be confused with the 

name of the company Google (which was originally a misspelling of googol). 
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Improve your writing - Using numbers. 

When using numbers in essays and reports, it is important to decide whether to write the number out 

in full (two hundred thousand four hundred and six) or to use numerals (200,406). 

There are some rules to follow to make sure you use numbers in the right way. 

 Use words if the number can be written in two words of fewer. Remember that some words require 

a hyphen (twenty-six, thirty-nine). Some guides recommend that numbers up to nine should be 

written in words, and those over nine written using numerals. 

 You should use numerals if the number modifies a unit of measurement, time or proportion (5 

minutes, 8 kilograms, 54 mph). Abbreviations of units of measure should always be in the singular. 

(8 kg, 17cm, 12,900 km). For example: 

I live at number forty-eight. 

I thought there were nine biscuits left in the tin? 

My new car does 0-60 mph in just over 12 minutes. 

She broke the long jump record by 17 centimetres. 

The prize marrow weighed over 67 kg. 

 Numerals should be used for all larger numbers. 

There are over thirty million people living in Mexico City. 

 Numerals should always be used for decimals and fractions (7.625, 1/4 in, 1/2 a pint, 0.75) unless 

the figures are vague (...half the voters in the country..., ...two thirds of the population cannot use a 

colon correctly.) 

Students spend more than half their disposable income on baked beans. 

Nearly a quarter of the world's population survives on less than a pound a day. 

 There are occasions where combining written numbers and numerals will clear up possible 

confusion. Where you have two numbers running together, write the shorter one out in words and 

use numerals for the longer one. 

I have a lovely class of 32 seven-year-old children. 

He counted out 200 fifty-pence pieces. 

 You should avoid beginning a sentence with a number that is not written out. If a sentence begins 

with a year, write 'The year' before writing out the year in numbers. 

One hundred and seventeen protests were lodged with the ombudsman. 

Six hundred and thirty-five nuggets were discovered in the first day of the gold rush. 

The year 1849 saw the great gold rush in California. 

 You should always use numerals in the following situations: 

With dates. Monday 20 April, 1968.  I will arrive on Tuesday 17 May, 2019. 

With fractions, decimals and percentages.  

More than 20 percent of students admit to spending more on pot noodles than on books. 

The IQ scores of the children in the control group increased by 25.75 points. 

With money. The only exception to this is when the amounts are vague. In such cases it is fine to 

write the numbers out in words. 

The concert tickets cost £ 27.50 each. 

Consumers spend over £ 6 million a year on couscous. 

Global ice-cream sales exceeded $ 1.2 million last month. 

With times. Again, if timings are vague it is fine to write them out in words. 

The plane from Bombay will arrive at 16:45. 

I'll see you at around half past seven. 

The early morning bus arrived at 05:10 on the dot. 

We left the pub at around eight o'clock and got home at around nine. 

 

 

 


