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A diamond tiara that once belonged to one of Britain's most 

extravagant aristocrats is up for sale on Saturday at a prestigious 

European art fair. 

The Anglesey Tiara was at one time owned by Henry Cyril Paget - fifth 

Marquess of Anglesey. 

It is expected to fetch a six-figure sum at the event in the Netherlands. 

But behind the jewel-encrusted treasure lies a story of squandered 

wealth, Edwardian scandal, and an accusation of "erasing Welsh queer 

history". 

The tiara dates from about 1890, and was left to Paget in 1898 on the 

death of his father. 

At the same time, he acquired the family title, and family estates in 

Staffordshire, Dorset, Anglesey and Derbyshire. 

He also inherited wealth - fabulous wealth. 

The fourth marquess left the 20-something Paget an estate worth 

£535,000 - equivalent to about £60m today. 

In addition, the family homes and estates generated an annual income 

of £120,000 - worth some £13m in 2020. 

But in the space of just over five years, the marquess had blown the 

lot, been declared bankrupt, and died from complications of 

tuberculosis in Monte Carlo. 

Newspapers in March 1905 declared his death a "wasted life". 

The Times obituary said: "The news of Lord Anglesey's death was 

received at Bangor with much regret, as Lord Anglesey, despite his 

peculiarities, was much liked there." 

 

Peculiarities? 

 

Some would certainly view the Eton-educated Lord Anglesey as embodying the word eccentric. 

He had married his cousin Lillian Chetwynd in the January of 1898 before inheriting his new title. 

But even then, he displayed a magpie-like obsession with all that glittered, reputedly buying the entire contents of a 

Paris jewellery shop to adorn his new bride. 

His continued extravagance led to his wife petitioning for divorce in 1900 - with the marriage annulled, reportedly due 

to non-consummation. 

Then in another twist, the annulment was withdrawn at the request of Lady Anglesey - though they remained estranged. 

Effectively freed from marriage, Paget continued to throw himself into the loves of his life - spending and theatre. 

He renamed the family estate near Llanfairpwll on Anglesey from Plas Newydd to Anglesey Castle. 

The family chapel was gutted and replaced by a 150-seat theatre. 

He then hired a professional theatre company, and set about putting on pantomimes and plays for all to see - for free. 

Playing centre stage in every performance was Paget, who became known as "The Dancing Marquess" by the 

newspaper gossip sheets. 

He used every show to put on a "butterfly dance" display, adorned by costumes which would literally cost millions of 

pounds today. 

"He didn't understand the concept of costume jewellery - he thought it all had to be real," explained actor and writer 

Seiriol Davies, who wrote and performed an acclaimed musical show based on the life of the marquess. 

Some estimate a diamond-encrusted costume for the pantomime Aladdin was worth at least £10,000 at the time - or an 

eye-popping £1m at current prices. 

"That costume was worth more than the house - and it was just left in a dressing room and somebody nicked it - and he 

had another one made," added Davies. 

An occupational hazard for the marquess, it would appear. 

His French valet was jailed in 1901 for stealing what would be worth the equivalent today of £2m in jewels. 

A year later, a British detective disguised as Paget arrested a gang in a Parisian cafe trying to sell some of the booty - 

including a pear-shaped pearl worth £1.2m alone, if valued today. 

The list of Paget's extravagance went on and on. 



"He bought a car that converted the exhaust fumes into rose-scented perfume, he had a fleet of poodles. He made a 

ping-pong jacket and wanted it to be green - so he made it out of real emeralds," added actor Davies. 

Records for one of his cars show it was modelled on a Pullman train carriage, with revolving armchairs, tables, 

cabinets and solid silver fittings - at the bargain price of £2,500 - or just £265,000 if you could afford it today. 

The spending continued unabated - until the inevitable happened. Paget ran out of money. 

In the summer and autumn of 1904, bankruptcy proceedings were started against him. 

He had debts of about £560,000 - or almost £60m in 2020. 

Trustees were appointed to run his estates - and then began 40 days of auctions selling off all the items he had collected 

over the previous five years. 

One day alone was set aside to sell his collection of dogs - from poodles to collies. 

Another day saw 900 lots of silk-lined suits and fur coats put under the hammer. 

He departed for a new life in France on what he would have viewed as a meagre allowance of £2,000 a year. Today, 

that translates to roughly £210,000 a year. 

He told a French journalist: "In six years, I have run through that fortune, just how - I could not tell you." 

Perhaps his £3,000-a-year bill for underwear revealed the extent of his spending problems. 

"I had braces woven of threads of gold instead of the usual elastic webbing that other men rely upon to support their 

trousers," he said. 

"The buckles were of gold too... It is not hard to see where a good deal of my money went." 

His travels took him to Monte Carlo, where one newspaper pronounced he had invented a new gambling system to take 

on the casinos and hoped to break the bank. 

But on 14 March, 1905, it was there he succumbed to TB-induced pneumonia and died. He was just 29. 

Newspapers bleakly stated there were no family members to greet his coffin when it returned to the UK - or even at the 

station on Anglesey ahead of a strictly private funeral. 

As an only child, his title was inherited by his cousin Charles Henry Alexander Paget. 

By August of the same year, his beloved theatre at Anglesey Castle had been removed and was once again a chapel. 

In fact, almost every trace that Paget had been the fifth marquess disappeared. 

The family estate was once again named Plas Newydd. 

His letters, diaries and papers were set alight and destroyed by the family. 

His musical stage biographer Seiriol Davies said the Victorian and Edwardian values of high British society acted 

against the fifth marquess. 

There was also the elephant-in-the-room - perceptions about his sexuality. 

While there is no concrete evidence to pinpoint he ever had same-sex relationships, Davies said the hints of a queer 

identity were there. 

"He put on touring productions of an Oscar Wilde play, that would have been quite 

daring in that period," said Davies. 

It was only a few years since Wilde himself was jailed for gross indecency, before he 

died in Paris in 1900. 

"It's not just a story about a whacky man who splashed money up the wall - it's also 

about a man who was erased from history," said Davies. 

"Queer history is erased." 

In 2017, the National Trust - who are guardians of Plas Newydd - featured John 

Wickens's iconic image of Paget to examine its own LGBTQ+ history, and that of the 

properties and those who lived there. 

Now the tiara - one of the few items not sold off to pay debts - is being put up for sale 

by the family exactly 115 years after his death. 

"If jewels could talk, this tiara would have a fascinating story to tell. It was undoubtedly worn by the Marquess in his 

productions," said Guy Burton, from Hancocks London, who are exhibiting the tiara at the Maastricht exhibition. 

"This is a unique piece in every way." 

Unique - just like Henry Cyril Paget. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VOCABULARY 

Tiara /tɪˈɑːrə/ = a jewelled ornamental band worn on the front of a woman's hair - a high diadem encircled with three 

crowns and worn by a pope. 

Marquess /ˈmɑːkwɪs/ = (also marquis) a British nobleman ranking above an earl and below a duke. 

Marquee /mɑːˈkiː/ = a very large tent used for circuses, parties etc. 

Up for = available for: the house next door is up for sale  

Fair = /fɛː/ 

1. reasonable, right, or just. 

2. blond, light coloured hair. 

3. a traveling show - a large market held at fixed times - an exhibition of goods from different countries, firms etc. 

Fetch /fɛtʃ/ =  

1. go for and then bring back (someone or something), collect 

2. achieve (a particular price) when sold, raise, realize, make 

Squander /ˈskwɒndə/ = waste (especially money or time) in a reckless and foolish manner, throw away, dissipate 

Wealth /wɛlθ/ = an abundance of valuable possessions or money, affluence, opulence 

Queer /kwiə/ =  

1. odd, strange or unusual 

2. gay, homosexual. 

3. sick; unwell 

Blow one’s money = spend (money) excessively and usually foolishly; consume, dissipate, fritter away 

Obituary /ə(ʊ)ˈbɪtʃʊəri,ə(ʊ)ˈbɪtʃəri/ = a notice of a death, especially in a newspaper, typically including a brief 

biography of the deceased person. 

Magpie /ˈmӕgpai/ = a black-and-white bird, known for its habit of collecting shiny objects (Italian: gazza) 

Magpie-like = Resembling or characteristic of a magpie, especially in the habit of hoarding objects. 

Glitter /ˈɡlɪtə/ = shine with a bright, shimmering reflected light, sparkle, twinkle 

Petition /pɪˈtɪʃ(ə)n/ = a formal application in writing made to a court asking for some specific judicial action 

Gut /gʌt/ =  

1. intestines, insides, bowels  

2. take the guts out of.  

3. to destroy completely, except for the outer frame.  

Guts = Courage, conviction, or resolve. 

Set about = start doing something with vigour or determination, begin, make a start on 

Pantomime /ˈpantəmʌɪm/ =  

1. a performance using gestures and body movements without words  

2. a play performed at Christmas time, usually based on a popular fairy tale, with music, dancing 

Eye-popping = astonishing or strikingly impressive. 

Nick /nɪk/ = (informal) steal 

Occupational hazard = a risk accepted as a consequence of a particular occupation. 

Booty /ˈbuːti/ = valuable stolen goods, especially those seized in war, loot 

Poodle /ˈpuːd(ə)l/ = a dog with a curly coat that is often ornamentally clipped. (Italian: barboncino) 

Pullman train carriage = a luxurious railway coach, especially a sleeping car. Also: Pullman car, Pullman carriage. 

Bargain /ˈbɑːɡɪn/ = a thing bought or offered for sale much more cheaply than is usual or expected. 

Unabated /ʌnəˈbeɪtɪd/ = without any reduction in intensity or strength. 

Bankruptcy /ˈbæŋkrəptsɪ/ = The condition of being financially insolvent: 

Trustee /trʌsˈtiː/ = a person who is given control of another’s property (Italian: curatore) 

Auction /ˈɔːkʃ(ə)n/ = a public sale in which goods are sold to the highest bidder (the person who offers most money). 

Set aside = separate and reserve for a special purpose. 

Under the hammer = sold at an auction  

Meagre /ˈmiːɡə/ = lacking in quantity or quality, inadequate, limited, modest 

Brace /breɪs/ = straps that pass over the shoulders and fasten to the top of trousers at the front and back to hold them up. 

Thread /θrɛd/ = a long, thin strand of cotton, nylon, or other fibres used in sewing or weaving. 

Webbing /ˈwɛbɪŋ/ = A strong, narrow, closely woven fabric used especially for seat belts or in upholstery. 

Buckle /ˈbʌk(ə)l/ = a flat, typically rectangular frame with a hinged pin, used for joining the ends of a belt or strap. 

Break the bank =  

1. (in gambling) win more money than is held by the bank. 

2. cost more than one can afford. 



Bleakly /ˈbliːklɪ/ = in a way that suggests a lack of hope: 

Set alight /əˈlaɪt/ = set on fire, cause to burn. 

Elephant in the room = A matter or problem that is obvious or of great importance but that is not discussed openly. 

Daring /ˈdɛːrɪŋ/ = (of a person or action) adventurous or audaciously bold, intrepid 

Gross indecency = a term formerly used to denote certain criminal offences, in particular sexual activity between men 

(before this was decriminalized) and sexual offences against children. 

Wacky /ˈwaki/ = crazy, eccentric, irrational, funny or amusing in a slightly odd or peculiar way, 

Splash money = Informal (chiefly Brit) to spend money freely or extravagantly (on something) 

National Trust = (in Britain) an organization concerned with the preservation of historic buildings and monuments and 

areas of the countryside of great beauty in England, Wales, and Northern Ireland. 

LGBTQ = acronym for “lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer.” Some people also use the Q to stand for 

"questioning," meaning people who are figuring out their sexual orientation or gender identity. 


