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Warmer1

Key words2
Match the key words with the definitions. Then find them in the article to read them in context. 

1. suddenly and dramatically become lower or worse ______________________

2. soaked in a scent or liquid to give something a particular scent, smell, taste or quality  
______________________

3. a very large city, especially one that is busy and exciting ______________________

4. recently formed and still developing and growing; without very much experience ______________________

5. the greatest in size, amount, degree etc that has ever been known ______________________

6. attractive and interesting ______________________

7. not unusual ______________________

8. relating to the process of breathing air in and out ______________________

9. did what something had promised to do ______________________

10. something that is made available to buy ______________________

11. a sudden increase in something ______________________

12. get great pleasure or satisfaction from something ______________________

a. Brainstorm jobs that require people to wear protective face masks. Why do they need to wear them?

b. In addition to professional reasons, why else people might choose to wear protective face masks?

 
delivered appealing commonplace metropolis unprecedented fledgling

infused with relish offering plummet respiratory spike
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Fashionable face masks: ‘Trying  
to make something horrific  
seem appealing’
As Australia’s air quality plummets, demand has 
spiked for reusable anti-pollution masks that are 
effective and fashionable
Alyx Gorman  
13 January, 2020

1 Elias Honor, his brother Isaac and their childhood 
friend Jack Graham, all from Sydney, had a vision 
of selling Australia’s air to the world.

2 The company they founded, AusAir, makes 
high-end anti-pollution face masks featuring 
filters infused with Australian botanicals such as 
eucalyptus and Tasmanian lavender. In shades  
of shell pink, black and grey, AusAir’s masks  
look like something you might find on the  
Starship Enterprise.

3 After winning a series of student entrepreneurship 
awards, the trio’s masks went on sale for the  
first time in January, 2020. But rather than 
being a pristine fantasy for those in polluted 
metropolises abroad to inhale, Australia  
may become an important market for the  
fledgling company.

4 As unprecedented bush fires raged across 
Australia’s eastern and southern coasts, towns 
and cities across the country recorded multi-day 
stretches of hazardous air quality.

5 Across the eastern and southern coasts of 
Australia, bush-fire smoke shut down businesses 
and major events, and led doctors to warn of 
lasting health consequences.

6 Hardware chain Bunnings air-freighted in 
hundreds of thousands of face masks and 
respirators from international suppliers in order 
to keep up with demand. While many consumers 
are visiting their local hardware shops in order to 
acquire face masks, others are looking online  
for a more comfortable, longer-wearing and 
stylish solution.

7 As air quality worsens, premium reusable 
face masks are a growing accessory category 
worldwide. In China and India, lifestyle bloggers 
review them as they would a new nail polish 
shade or handbag.

8 In Sydney, Scott Mitchell purchased an anti-
pollution face mask online in December, 2019. 

Mitchell took strange pleasure in researching his 
purchase. “It’s quite funny to get into the very 
small world of fashion face masks because the 
websites are trying to make something that is 
horrific seem quite appealing.”

9 Eventually he settled on a respirator from 
Cambridge Mask Co. At A$48 (£25) plus postage, 
the mask is lower cost than many other designer 
masks. Mitchell found the brand’s extensive 
range of colours and prints appealing, too, 
although his first choice – a shade of deep teal – 
was sold out.

10 Cambridge Mask Co’s chief operating officer, 
Nina Griffee, explains that the range of colours 
isn’t about creating a product that’s “fashionable”. 
She says fine particle-filtering face masks can 
look quite militaristic, but “by adding colour, 
you can convince a five-year-old to wear a 
mask.” The masks were originally developed for 
residents of highly polluted cities, where “you 
don’t have one mask – you have three or four,” 
says Griffee. When wearing a face mask is 
commonplace, “it’s nice if it matches your coat”.

11 Around the time Mitchell was making his 
purchase, Katherine Brickman, who also lives in 
Sydney, was suffering from “a smoker’s cough 
that turned into a respiratory infection” and 
realized “I needed some way of commuting to 
work without getting ill.”

12 Brickman consulted with a colleague who was 
already wearing a mask and then researched 
the health recommendations that had come 
out during the California wildfires of 2018. She 
decided there was “no point in wearing one that’s 
not comfortable” and eventually bought a mask 
from Swedish company Airinum. 

13 The mask delivered on the promise of comfort,  
to some extent. “It has padding around the  
nose. It’s as comfortable as you would expect 
a face mask to be. You get the warm air of 
your breath as you exhale on your face. That’s 
not pleasant.” However, she adds, “I get so 
comfortable wearing it I sometimes almost go to 
drink coffee through it.”

14 Meo, a New Zealand-based anti-pollution mask 
manufacturer who use a wool filtration system, 
has a particularly bold fashion offering. They 
collaborated with one of New Zealand’s biggest 
designers, Karen Walker, on a range of air masks 
that have interchangeable covers, featuring 
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Comprehension check 3
Answer the questions using the information from the article.

1. Why and where have sales of protective face masks been increasing?

2. How did the smoke from bush fires affect everyday life?

3. What benefits might there be to selling face masks in different colours and patterns?

bird prints, intricate designs and shooting stars. 
A representative for Karen Walker says Meo 
recently experienced “a spike in sales in Australia 
across their range”.

15 Griffee, who is based between Hong Kong  
and Perth, says the demand for Cambridge  
Mask Co’s product in Australia has  
been unprecedented. 

16 Jack Graham has also seen an uplift in inquiries 
from Australian residents since the bush-fire 
crisis started. “People just want to know when 
they can get them.” He says while it has been 

“an opportunity”, it is not one he relishes. “We 
took the air in Australia for granted,” he says, 
explaining that the idea for the company was 
born out of the founders’ appreciation for 
returning to fragrant Sydney air after trips abroad. 
Lately they’ve been wearing their own prototypes 
because of the smoke. “Coming back to Australia 
was always refreshing for us. We lived near  
the bush, so we always had that clean air.  
That’s changed.”

© Guardian News and Media 2020
First published in The Guardian, 13/01/20

Useful phrases4
a. Find the following phrases in the article.

1. a verb phrase meaning make sure you have enough of something that your customers want (para 6)   
____________________________________________

2. a verb phrase meaning like doing something even though it is not the sort of thing that should usually make 
you happy (para 8) ____________________________________________ 

3. a phrase meaning partly but not completely (para 13) ____________________________________________

4. a phrase meaning expect something to always be there even when you don’t do anything to ensure that it is 
(para 16) ____________________________________________

b. Use the phrases to complete these sentences. 

1. The medicine helped my cold ____________________________________________, but I still don’t feel  
very well.

2. I used to _________ my family ________________________, but since my father died, I make sure I talk to 
my mother at least once a week. 

3. I ____________________________________________ watching reality TV shows even though I really dislike 
the way they portray women.

4. Everyone was raving about the café’s ginger and pear cake on social media, and after that, they couldn’t  
____________________________________________.

c. Now use each phrase in a sentence of your own.
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• Do people in your city or country typically wear face masks to protect themselves from pollution? Do 
you wear one for this reason?

• Do you think they work against pollution? And against viruses?

• What other things can you do to protect yourself from pollution and from viruses?

Discussion6

Tips5
Read and discuss the tips. Which do you think are most helpful? What other information would you like to 
get from someone who knows a lot about face masks?

Tips for would-be mask wearers

• Fit is key: The websites of most air-filtration masks provide comprehensive fit information. Pay close attention 
because if the mask does not seal properly on your face, it will not protect against fine particles and it will not  
be comfortable.

• Wear it tight: “It’s more comfortable when it’s tighter,” says Scott Mitchell. 
• Avoid lipstick: Katherine Brickman says she learned that the hard way.
• Keep it clean: One of the appeals of Airinum’s masks, for Brickman, was the carry case they came in. “That 

way, it wasn’t getting dirty at the bottom of my handbag.” While other masks, including Meo’s, also come with 
carry pouches, any small drawstring bag should do.

• Pair with small-framed sunglasses: Good face masks tend to sit quite high on the bridge of your nose, making 
larger sunglasses uncomfortable to wear.

• Smile with your eyes: Learning to communicate warmth in new ways helped Brickman get over her  
self-consciousness about wearing a mask. That, and the fact that “when you get into the city, everyone’s  
wearing them.”

© Guardian News and Media 2020 

First published in The Guardian, 13/01/20
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KEY

1 Warmer

(possible answers)
a. 
nurse, doctor, dentist, hazardous materials removal 
worker, crime scene investigator, construction worker

b. 
to protect themselves from pollution or viruses

2 Key words

1. plummet
2. infused with
3. metropolis
4. fledgling
5. unprecedented
6. appealing
7. commonplace
8. respiratory
9. delivered
10. offering
11. spike
12. relish

3 Comprehension check

1. in highly polluted large cities around the world, 
particularly in China and India, and more recently 
across Australia as people tried to protect 
themselves from the effects of bush fires

2. Businesses had to shut down, major events  
were cancelled, respiratory symptoms and  
illnesses worsened, and doctors warned of lasting 
health consequences.

3. Bright colours and patterns may encourage 
children to wear a face mask. And people living and 
working in polluted cities, who may need to wear 
a face mask on a regular basis, like to be able to 
wear masks that complement their outfits.

4 Useful phrases

a. 
1. keep up with demand
2. take strange pleasure in 
3. to some extent
4. take for granted

b. 
1. to some extent
2. take … for granted
3. take strange pleasure in
4. keep up with demand 


